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Four-week old Lumina and 3-year-old
Sunniva help keep Christine Berg focused,
both as mayor of Lafayette and as
Colorado field consultant for Moms Clean
Air Force.
“I serve in public office and as an
activist for climate change and our
children’s health,” Berg said, “so we have
the best future possible for all of us.”
As mayor, Berg said, “my job is to
balance out the expectations of growth
and opportunity with the desire for our
community to maintain its small-town feel
and sense of place.”
Although the town’s voters rejected
the idea of a communitywide bus pass,
Berg said “it has begun a larger strategic
conversation of how we maintain our
diversity as a community as the cost of
living in Boulder County continues to
increase.”
Berg was instrumental in reviving the
town’s farmers’ market and received
the 2015 Elected Official of the Year
award from the Colorado Association
for Recycling for Lafayette’s curbside
composting program.
With Moms Clean Air Force, she
helps mothers lobby at the local, state
and federal level and learn to organize in
their neighborhoods and communities
to figure air pollution. She also served
as a community outreach manager and
scheduler for the office of U.S. Rep.
Jared Polis, D-Colo., and was a regional
coordinator for Barack Obama’s 2008
presidential campaign.
“One of my favorite roles is speaking
to fourth graders about participatory
citizenship and how local government
works,” Berg said. “They are always
surprised that I’m the mayor and a mom
with little kids.”

Brian Berry takes pride in being a
fisherman — whether it’s for trout in an
area stream or lake or for customers as
president of sales at MeritCard Solutions.
“We specialize in helping businesses
save money on their credit-card processing
needs,” Berry said. “I’m responsible for
acquiring new relationships through the
consultative sale of our merchant-services
products and solutions to potential and
existing customers. Since starting the
company in 2010, I have helped grow our
portfolio to over 800 merchants and $400
million annually in processing volume — a
large majority of those customers being in
the Boulder Valley.
“I pride myself on not only being able to
find the right solution for my customers but
providing a level of customer service that
isn’t seen in my industry.”
Berry said most of those clients were
acquired because of his activity in the
business community.
He was recognized as the Longmont
Chamber of Commerce ambassador of the
year in 2014, has served on the chamber’s
board of directors ever since and will chair
that panel in 2018. He also currently chairs
the chamber’s NeXt Young Professionals
group, which has raised funds for
approximately about 20 nonprofits and
organized community-service days for the
group to give back.
On the Longmont Humane Society
board since 2014, Berry has organized a
chili cook-off and beer fest that has raised
more than $20,000 to benefit the animal
shelter. He sits on the business advisory
boards of the Longmont Economic
Development Partnership and High Plains
Bank.

“My heritage is important to me,”
says Jose Beteta, executive director of
the Longmont-based Latino Chamber.
“Exploring my cultural roots has shaped
and propelled me to where I am today. I
am proudly Latino, but most importantly I
am a capable human being with plenty of
love for others.”
Those qualities have helped Beteta,
an information technology expert and
craft brewer, to nurture business leaders
and employment opportunities through
the chamber. Since 2012 he has tripled
the organization’s membership, trained
more than 60 new entrepreneurs and
business owners, increased attendance
to the chamber’s annual business
conference by 700 percent, increased its
budget 1,000 percent and involved more
than 300 youths from the St. Vrain Valley
and Boulder Valley school districts in its
programs. He developed the YoungRebels
Entrepreneurship Competition to help
underserved students pitch new business
ideas, and awarded more than $28,000 to
the winners since 2015.
The LasL3 and Lideres Latinos
programs Beteta developed bring people
together for business and development
support in partnership with the Longmont
and Boulder chambers, the Boulder
Community Foundation and Latino
Leadership Institute.
He also created the Colorado
Latino Festival to create unity, cultural
understanding and bridge-building
resources, music, fun and community.
More than 7,000 people attended in 2016
and Beteta expects 20,000 this year.
Through his role on the Human
Relations Commission, he has worked to
pass legislation such as the designation
of Indigenous People’s Day and continues
to push for living wages, equal pay and
making Boulder a welcoming and inclusive
community.

Community Cycles is uniquely Boulder:
a nonprofit community bike shop that also
serves as an advocacy center to promote
the safe use of bicycles for transportation.
As sales and service manager, Dax
Burgos is responsible for complete
oversight over the building and the shop;
he hires, trains and manages the staff and
coordinates youth volunteers and those
fulfilling court-ordered community service.
“I lead my team in creating a welcoming
environment that makes cycling accessible
for all community members by providing
a do-it-yourself bike maintenance and
education center,” he said. “Together we
have developed the shop into a new retail
and thrift store, junkyard, recycle center
and maker space, but most of all it is a
place where we build community around
cycling. As such, the shop at CC is a true
snapshot of the diversity that exists in
Boulder County.”
He oversees the inventory of new and
used parts, accepts and processes highvolume donations and acts as a liaison with
Boulder police and partner organizations
such as Bicycles for Humanity,
Burgos also has worked with such
nonprofits as Families and Schools
Together and the Sister Carmen thrift
shop in Lafayette, the Boulder Valley
Women’s Health Center, and the Boulderbased Mobility 4 All and Whole Planet
Foundation.
He also has volunteered for several
years on the “tutu crew” at the women’sspecific Venus de Miles charity ride. which
benefits Greenhouse scholars.
“My true love for riding bikes is my life’s
passion, and getting others excited about
riding is my reward.”

